?y\ﬁbﬁ"@' MINUTE $1 - 1879

LINITED DISTRIBUTION

FRODUCT SAFETY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETIRG
JANUARY 2, 1979

PRESENT:
SUBCOMMITTEE OTHER. -
E. F. BARRETT, CHAIFMAN R. B. SPERLING, ACTING SECRETARY

J. G. WILLIAMS
E. HOOTOM, JR.
R. A. FPARTHNOY

L3

SAFE GUN HANDLING _ e

It was reporﬁed to the Committee that in 1975, due to
wvhat we learned from a guality awdit on the Mohawk 600, Remington
instituted new inspection prbcﬁdq:es fc:tﬁil center fire bolx . _ .
action rifles which wefe designed to' datch a“gun capable of
being "tricked" intec firing when the safety lever is released_
from the "safe"” position. "Tricked” in this context meané,,safety
lever placed in between "safe" aﬁd "fire" positions, trigger is |
then puiled, and the safety lever is subsequently moved to the
"fire" position and the gun discharges. The inspection procedures
involve the following: f
[l}r A visual check for adeguate clearance between the )

sear and the connector.

{2; Measurement of this c¢learance by use of a .005 shim.

{3} Attempting to trick the gun--three times in assembly, -

three times in gallery and three times at final

inspoction. 2 PETITIONER'S
EXHIBIT
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In addition to the above inspection procedures, Remington
also changed the trigger assembly for the Model 600 family of
guns by zdopting Model 700 design features. Changes-tJ the 600
included: ‘

1. Going from a folded housing to an assembly censisting
cf.siée plates held together by rivets and spacer
block.

2. Providing more lift to the sear.

.No such Ehanges were made in the design of the Mpdel 700

because it alreaﬂy.had those features.

Remington is confident because of the checks instituted in
1975, that bolt zcticon rifles made during gnd after 1975 will
not trick. Since June 1978, 500 post-1975 Model 700's have been
returned to Ilion for repair for v;riousﬂiéaSQHE. Starting in
Juneg, Remington ccnducteé & quaﬁity aﬁéit en these returned guns
and none could be tricked.

- During this same pericd (June 1978 to the present}j_twoﬁ
hundred pre-1975 Model 700's were returned to ilinn‘for repair,
and it was found that two could be tricked {one because of
insufficient clearance between searland connector, and one
because of a warped connector}. Based on this sample, about I
1% of the pre-~19%75 Model 700°'cs in the field may be subject to ’
tricking. There are about 2,000,000 pre-1975 REemington guns in
the field‘with the Model 700 trigger assembly. (By comparison,
it is noted that the 1975 guality audit indicated =zbout 50% of

the Model 600 family of guns in the field were susceptible to



STHUDULY oREELT

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINRG -3- JANUARRY 2, 197%

tricking.)

In addition to the above sample of 700's, 19 Model 700's
have been returned to Ilion in response to the Mo&el.gﬁﬁ recall
with the complaint that the gun will fire when the safety lever
is moved to the "fire" peosition. ﬁemington found that only one
of those guns could be tricked, the cause bginé insufficient
clearance. Three other guns did fire with the safety being
moved, but for reasons associated with owner alteration of the
product, 1In one instance, an owner was about to return a gun
for accidental discharge upon release of the safety; but just
before sending the gun, the owner discovered that he was inad-
vertently pulling the trigger as he released the safety. It is

suspected that this was also the case with the remaining 15 guns,

since they were found to be in proper operating condition.

Remington has run qpa{iﬁ?ﬁﬁ;dits on competitor bolt action
rifles and has found that a large percentane of competitor models
can be tricked. Tﬁis-includes some famous guns, such as the
"Springfield” 30 caliber rifle, which was usedwin guantity in‘
both World Wars.

The Subcommittee discussed the issue of tricking, as well
as other causes af accidental discharge. It was decided that
tricking, along with problems such as owner adjustment of the’ ;
trigger engagement screw or the trigger adjustment screw, finger
on the tfigger when the safety 15 released, and trigger assembly

alteratlions, are really problems more associated with abnormal

use or misuse of the product rather than indication of a defective
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product. Consequently, a notice warning or a series of warnings
against abnnrmai use or misuse, and highlighting safe”gun handling
procedures, is the most direct solution to the problem of accidenta)
discharge. ‘
The Subcommittee considered the possibility of recalling all
pre-1975 Remington center fire bolt action rifles, mzny of which
have been in the hands of the public well_cver several decades.
The Subcommittee decided against a recall for the following
;easons: ' ' ot
1. Based on Reﬁington's sample, only 1% of the'pre—lg?%-
Model 700 family of guns 'out in the field which
number about 2,006,000 can be tricked. That would
rnean the recall would have tomgaéher E,Dﬂn*ﬂﬂn JURSs
just to find EU,Gﬂﬂ;phﬁf are susceptible to:this
.condition. i L 1

2. &n attempt “to recall all bolt'actiqn riflﬂﬁ would
undercut the message we plan to communicate to the
pilblic concerning préper gun handli;g. Tt would
indicate that the answer to accidental discharge
can be found entirely within the gun, when in
reality only proper gun handiing can eliminate i
injuries resﬁlting from such oeccurrences. f

ThE.Subcmmmittee decided to recommend that &n informational
warning concerning accidental firing and safe gun handling be

prepared and effectively communicated to the gun handling publlc-

The Marketing, Legal and Public RElatans Departments were: to



SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING ~5- JANUARY 2, 1979

coerdinate their efforts, with possible help from ocutside consult-~
ants, in preparing such a noticeo.
Further meetings would be held to ensure that this informa-

tional program was launched effectively and expediticusly.

{Secretary's Note: The President approved these
recommendations on January 2, 1579.)
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R. B. Sperling
Acting ?ecretary
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STRETUS CF MODEL 700
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From June 13, 1¢76 to Jenuar SEC, 2,376 Mcdel 700's
retvrned to Ilion for servicd tested for the "trick"
cendition isafety lever is v t mid position, trigger is
pulled, z2nc cun f'res when 1 v s Fet in "fire” position),
endé fcr "f:::nc cff cafe" (s ty leker is moved to "fire®
Fesition and the gun fires H%Fﬁout thany time having to

pull the trigger).

s this cample, 2% cuns failed the "tri and 3B guns
were fcund to fire et sele, However, O{B 35 cuns that
torld be tricked, cnly 13 were trickabl use of causes
cue tc noncfacture {the other cuns had 1 ec{h\_ered or dam-
2ced in the field). €imilarly, of the cuns) fizing off
sefe, ohly % were Cue to cavees attribub Ao/ m nPfactufe.
These ficures indicate that conly abgour . E6%-oi-{he [Model 700°'c
Fresentdy cut in the fielé zre qucettlble to the [preblems

which promptedé the Model 600 recall.

Fefining these figures cven further, we find that |a cut/f/;::ﬁ\

cf the Mccel 700's manufactured refeore 1555 con be krifkec oy Y
' r - . rl 1 ’

ceh fire cff safe {in 1575 plant thecks were instisiite

revent tricking}, anc ebout .55k of the post 1975 Mod
cen be incuced to so malfunction.

1l 700's

When Femincton made the cetermination in Januvary of 19
institvte 2 safe cun hanéling bregram rather than to reca
pre~1¢7% Model 700's, the sample audit at that time inadic

to

-

= —

that 2bout 1% of the 2 million pre-1%75 Model 700's in the field
were susceptible to being tricked,
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